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Editorial

In Amoris Laetitia, Pope Francis calls mercy ‘the fullness of justice and 
the most radiant manifestation of God’s truth’ (no. 311). If the Church is 
genuinely and truthfully to mediate ‘God’s unconditional love’ (no. 311), 
then both its theology and its practice must embody mercy as genuine 
imitatio Christi, as compassion and support for the vulnerable, a mercy 
premised on justice.

Pope Francis was not the first to recognize the priority of mercy, 
however. Although this issue of Concilium assesses his contributions, 
they will be contextualized by broader biblical, historical, and theological 
perspectives. The ‘works of mercy’ is given a contemporary interpretation; 
mercy is compared with compassion and justice; the theological, ecclesial, 
and pastoral significance of mercy is lifted up; and resources in Islam for 
the human and divine quality of mercy are explored. Turning to concrete 
meanings of mercy, authors address urgent problems such as the status of 
women in marriage and family, restorative justice, refugees, and ecology.

This introduction offers an excellent occasion to commemorate the 
contributions of Jon Sobrino, S.J., a recently retired long-standing 
member of the Concilium Editorial Board, and author of the pioneering 
and influential work, The Principle of Mercy: Taking the Crucified People 
from the Cross (1994). Sobrino’s celebration of mercy, like his theology 
as a whole, has been nourished by his daily life in solidarity with the poor 
of El Salvador, and with his martyred Jesuit brothers (and two women 
co-workers) of the Universidad Centroamericana. Like Francis, Sobrino 
holds that the ‘principle of mercy is the basic principle of the activity of 
God and Jesus, and therefore ought to be that of the church’ (Principle 
of Mercy, 17). Sobrino defines theology as the intellectual understanding 
of love (intellectus amoris), and thus of the praxis of God’s compassion, 
mercy and justice in a suffering world, especially the world of the poor (27-
46). Theology in fact begins with the reality of God’s presence in history, 
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confronting and transforming suffering with faith, hope, compassion, love, 
and justice.

The Theological Forum included in this issue turns to recent events 
appropriately viewed through the lens of mercy. A first essay takes ‘Brexit’ 
as an illustration of new ‘popularist’ yet anti-democratic trends gaining 
force in Europe and beyond. Another on the 2016 World Social Forum 
identifies planetary consequences of political and economic neoliberalism 
and capitalism, and considers the future of social movements of resistance. 
A third examines the significance for the struggle against extremist violence 
of Francis’s 2017 World Day of Peace Message, which commends active 
non-violence as a ‘style of politics for peace.’ 

‘Mercy’ is a keynote of the pastoral, theological, and ecclesial approach 
of Pope Francis, who declared 2016 to be the Jubilee Year of Mercy. 
Announcing the Jubilee in Misericordiae Vultus, he called mercy ‘a 
wellspring of joy, serenity, and peace’ (no. 2), identified mercy as qualities 
of God and Christ, called mercy ‘the very foundation of the Church’s life,’ 
and summoned the whole Church ‘to bear the weaknesses and struggles of 
our brothers and sisters’ in mercy. Mercy is ‘the force that reawakens us to 
new life and instils in us the courage to look to the future with hope’ (no. 
10). We hope this special issue of Concilium will help many understand 
the centrality of mercy in our relation with God and in the renewal of life 
in the church.

Lisa Cahill, Diego Irarrazaval, João Vila-Chã


